Sent: Monday, March 12, 2007 11:28 AM
Subject: comments

We have just returned from a week in Sabah including 5 days/4 nights with Dennis Ikon staying at Kinabatangan River Lodge (2 nights) and Abai Jungle Lodge (2 nights). We were mostly interested in seeing birds, which is why we had particularly asked for Dennis as we had been on a similar trip with him 5 years ago. The whole tour was excellent, and Dennis's ability to help us spot birds was once again outstanding. Quite apart from his birding skills, he was also very knowledgeable about other aspects of the wildlife, he organized the transport, meals, accommodation, etc very well, and was very good company. He was flexible, responsive to any special requests we had, very hard-working and very enthusiastic. You should consider promoting special interest tours for other birdwatchers under Dennis's leadership.

Both lodges were good and comfortable, though Abai was better as it was quieter, newer and the raised wooden units were more airy than the smaller concrete ground floor rooms at KRL. The food was good at both places, probably a bit better at Abai where the prawns were exceptional as was the pakis, which was prepared for us by special request. The boat transfer from Sandakan was very enjoyable and much better than the bus transfer that we took one way on our previous visit in 2002. The lunch with the villagers at Abai was an interesting and enjoyable feature that you do not normally find on tours of this nature.
Sent: Sunday, April 15, 2007 11:27 PM 
Subject: Comments on Abai Tour
Dear Sir/Madam

My partner and I recently returned from a fabulous trip to Malaysia. As part of this trip we booked on to the 2 day Abai Tour with SI Tours. I would just like to say how fantastic we both found the tour and the staff. The Abai Jungle Lodge is a brilliant place to stay and really gives you  the feeling of being in the jungle. I'd also like to commend SI tours on their eco friendly practices, which set them apart from many other tour operators. A particular highlight was, having viewed the rescued orang utans in the Sepilok Rehabilitation centre earlier in the day, to then see Orang Utans in the wild in the Mangrove trees on the shores of the river.  Please keep up your good work and advertise the Abai trip as it's a wonderful experience. 


Kind Regards
Kate Gould
Bristol
UK
Abai – this was wonderful, the accommodation was far superior to that of Sepilok, it was clean and was a really lovely place, we went off discovering all sorts of creatures and our Guide Arshad was excellent. The team of people running Abai were truly lovely and welcoming. 
The tree planting experience was truly special and a worthwhile outing, the fireflies were magnificent in their splendour.
We saw so many monkeys and of course Orang-Utans. 
Our local guide recommended at this stage that we change the itinerary slightly and spend the second night at the Kinabangtan River Lodge. We followed their suggestion and we are so pleased that we did. 
 
The KRL is basic, but clean and the food is to die for, the staff all play guitars in the evening, giving a lovely mellow vibe to the place. They also ‘loan’ sarongs to all guests and this is expected to be worn at dinner. 
We were so lucky as we saw more Orang –Utans (including a mother with Twins) and then Pygmy Elephants, we were really spoilt. 
 
This part of the trip was truly remarkable and we would recommend to do the two night as above, due to the diversity of what we saw, and when discussing it with others in KL/Danum Valley they did not experience the amount of things we did.
 

Empringham x2 17-18 Sept 2007.
Just want to share with you all as below!
1) 13 Feb 2009- Ms Jette Nielsen x 4 paxs was witness by a young wild Orang Utan during their Jungle breakfast at Abai Boardwalk. this was the 3rd time in year 2009.
2) 16 Feb 2009- Mr Spengler Rolf Stephen X 2,Walk in guest, personally came back to our office at Wisma Khoo 10 floor,just want to say thank you to Ms Lee,where promote them to stay 1 night Abai 1 night Sukau,instead of they request 2 nights at Sukau.
3) From the feedback, i really noted that, guests love so much with the new jetty platform just newly completed, the jungle breakfast,the long boardwalk+ elephant food print around the boardwalk, the bird tower,the night walk as well.
With this,i must say guest will enjoy the stay at Abai Jungle Lodge.
